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EYFS/KS1 History vocabulary list 

 

Topic specific vocab 

EYFS 
today yesterday tomorrow 
the present the past the future 
day week month 
long ago old new 
parent(s) grand parent(s) great grand parent (s) 
different memory lifetime 
calendar who? what? 
when? event Remember 

Year 1 
year decade century 
ancient modern timeline 
date order similar different 
changes living memory beyond living memory 
then now ancient 
artefact Where? detective 
passing of time sources of information time period 
communication computer telephone 
internet Alan Turing Clive Sinclair 
Tim Berners-Lee Steam train Steam engine 
Middleton Railway Matthew Murray Salamanca 

Year 2 
Chronological order Era/period Experts 
Investigate Research Evidence 
Historians National life Websites 
Opinion Ways of life Historical event 
Orville Wright Wilbur Wright airplane 
Powered flight  Glider flight Sir George Caley 
Pilot Aviation Florence Nightingale 
Edith Cavell Zofia Szlenkier nurse 
care Crimea Poland 
Warsaw soldiers injured 
World War 1 World War 2 Brussels 

 

 

 



KS2 History vocabulary list 

 

Year 3 
Museum C.E.  (Common Era) Millennium 
Local history British History Global History 
First hand evidence Second hand evidence Source 
Importance Significance Legacy 
Effects Reason Continuity 
This suggests… perhaps Invention 
Industrial Revolution inferior Factory system 
Mass production Interchangeable parts Urbanization 
telegraph Thomas Newcomen James Watt 
Samuel Morse Elias Howe River Aire 
Salts Mill Sir Titus Salt Milner Field 
Saltaire Almshouses Bradford 

Year 4 
Invasion Settlers Migration 
Archaeologist Archaeology Thousands of years 
Kingdoms Settlements Conversion 
Reputation Raids Resistance 
Achievements Legacy Impact 
Effects Consequences Cause(s) 
Infer My conclusion is that… B.C.E (Before Common 

Era) 
Oral history   
Stone Age Iron Age Celts 
The Saxons The Scots Archeologist 
Artefact Neolithic Bronze age 
Skara Brae Hunter-gatherer Stonehenge 
Ancient Sumer Indus Valley Shang Dynasty 
First civilisations Fertile Agriculture 
Tomb Pharoah pyramid 
Tutankhamun The Nile North Africa 
Flood Canopic Jar  



Year 5 
To weigh up both sides On one hand However 
Different experiences Eye witness This source suggests that.. 
This source doesn’t show 
that… 

Reliable Could have been … 

Might have been… Impression Cause(s) 
Evaluate   
Hill forts Sacrifice Britons 
Nomad/nomadic Boudicca Romans 
Caesar Republic  
Roman withdrawal Christianity Olympics 
Ancient Greece Ancient Greeks Myths and legends 
Gods Empire Doric column 
Corinthian Column Noblemen Parthenon 
Tunic Coins Alexander The Great 
Slave Helmet Soldier 

Year 6 
Variety of sources I can infer that Impression 
The purpose… Reliability One sided 
Biased Motive excavate 
The Vikings Axe Longboat 
Shield Spear Freeman 
Horn cup Sword Thatched house 
Thor Wessex Jorvik 
Archer Danelaw Runes 
Odin   
Abbasid Caliphate Al-Andalus Caliph 
Hadith Hajj Imam 
Mecca Ottoman Caliphate Qiblah 

 

 

 

 


