
Everybody’s Playing 

How  have technology and toys changed across living memory? 

Last topic (EYFS) 

Celebrations 

Next topic (Year 1) 

Steam Power 

Substantive Knowledge 

 Although telephones were around 100 years ago (within living memory) they 

were very different and only rich people had them in their homes. 

 Old toys were simple and expensive.  They were most ooften made of wood and 

handmade. 

 Early computers were the size of rooms, they did not have screens or keyboards 

and were used for hard maths problems.  Computers could not talk to each oth-

er.   

 The first mobile phones were invented in 1973.  The batteries were so big you 

had to carry them around in a bag. 

 Clive Sinclair invented the world’s first home computer, the ZX80 in 1980.  This 

allowed children to play the first, very simple computer games. 

 Sir Tim Berners-Lee invented the world wide web (not the internet) in 1989 as a 

way for scientists to share their work with each other.  

 The world’s first website was made in 1991.   

 Smartphones first appeared in 1992.  The iphone was launched by Steve 

Jobs at Apple in 2007. 
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