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History in Year 1
Spring Term – Everybody’s Playing

The history of technology and toys is the topic we have chosen to teach children about changes within 
living memory including aspects of change to National Life.
Technology is so central to modern daily life and something all children experience everyday.  The way 
technology and toys children experience, has changed immensely over the last 100 years, and this allows 
our children to appreciate historical development through a topic that is relevant to all their lives.  Many of 
our families are from different ethnic backgraounds with many family members who still live abroad.  This 
means our children are familiar with video messaging and using social media platforms on a range of 
devices including smart phones and ipads. Almost all families now have at least 1 mobile phone and 
increasingly, these are replacing land lines in our children’s lives.  Toys are increasing replaced with online 
gaming and smartphones.  



Children start by looking at where we are now, looking how we use technology 
today.  They then learn what living memory means and gain an understanding 
of what life was like 100 years ago. Children then move through the last 100 
years learning about key events and people in the history of technology in 
chronological order; the first computers, televisions, telephones, home 
computers and gaming, the world wide web and smart phones and tablets.  
They learn about toys over the last 100 years and are given the opportunity to 
play with some examples such as old spinning tops and dolls.  
Links are made to our computing curriculum by the inclusion of a lesson 
teaching the importance of e safety with a key focus on how easy and 
widespread our information is now shared through all these communication 
platforms and gaming devices.  



At the end of the unit, children return to the key question of How has technology and 

toys changed within living memory? and complete a knowledge drop to demonstrate 

their learning across the topic.  Key learning in the unit is demonstrated through the use 

of a quiz at the beginning and end of the unit, looking at the key facts we want children to 

take with them in their long term memory. 

This unit of work is only 11 lessons long.  The 12th session has been allocated as an 

enriching experience.  Towards the end of the unit children will take part in a virtual 

workshop on toys through time. 



In Year 1 pupils are taught
The past and events that have happened in the past in their own and their families lives.
Similarities and differences in the past and now.
The difference between living memory and beyond living memory and changes beyond 
living memory - looking at the development of communicationa and technology through 
living memory and the building of the Salamanca at Middleton Railway as a key event 
beyond living memory
How to put a series of events in chronological order
How to ask and answer simple questions about the past using different sources including 
books, vdeos and newspaper reports
How to write, draw and talk about the past



In Year 1, children demonstrate their learning through the gathering of evidence in a floor book.







A few of the carefully selected texts we use to support our historical learning in 
reading and writing lessons


