
Scavengers and Settlers
Year 4 Topic – Spring term



What does History look like in Year 4?

Spring – Scavengers and Settlers

During the Autumn term of Year 4, children are taught negative numbers in maths for the first time.  For 
this reason we wait until the Spring term of Year 4 to begin any history topic that took place before the 
common era.  For the rest of their time at Hunslet Moor, children will look at history topics in a 
chronological order enabling them to gain a secure understanding of how all the units fit together into a 
timeline.  The same format of timeline is used across all year groups in schol and are simply built on each 
year to ensure that children see history as one big picture and not each topic as a stand alone period of 
time.  



This unit of work covers the children’s learning in the statutory topic of Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age.  Children start by looking at the life of a hunter gatherer in 
Stone Age Britain and thinking about the types of evidence we have used to find out 
about that period.  Children look at cave paintings from that time and investigate a range 
of artefacts to think about life at that time.  They move onto learning about Stonehenge 
and what we know about it’s purpose.  Next they look at the settlement of Skara Brae and 
what this tells us about life as we move in to the Bronze Age.  
During the Bronze Age, life became more settled and less nomadic with farming replacing 
the hunter gatherer lifestyle, children look t this change in National life and learn about 
these changes.  Finally children learn about life in the Iron age and some of the art and 
artefacts that have been left behind before finishing this unit by completing an end of 
unit quiz and an extended write to demonstrate their learning.



In Year 4 pupils are taught

The earliest civilisations, and by using their developing knowledge of negative numbers in 
maths, develop an understanding of BCE.
Children learn about Ancient Egypt in more depth and some of the achievements of that 
civilisation allowing them to compare and contrast it with the achievements of Ancient 
Greece.
Children will learn how different sources can contradict each other and are developing an 
understanding of how reliable different sources are. 
Children will learn how organise their learning and demonstrate it in an organised and 
structured way, using appropriate technology



Children took part in a VR session to experience life in the Stone Age









A few of the carefully selected texts we use to support our historical learning in 
reading and writing lessons


